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Welcome

To subscribe electronically to the

Switchstand, send an e-mail to:
switchstand-subscribe @ yahoogroups.com

Association News

New mailing address reminder

Please remember to send all membership
renewals and communication to our new
mailing address.

G.H.R.A Inc.
PO Box 21054, 35 Harvard Rd.
Guelph, ON N1G 4T3.

Dues for 2010

Members are advised to have their dues
for 2010 in before the end of the year to
ensure your continued membership. The
dues schedule can be found on page 4 of
this newsletter. Thank you for your
continued support.

Rare Mileage Fundraiser results

Thanks to the efforts of countless
volunteers of the GHRA, Guelph
Junction Express and Ontario Southland
Railway staff, our Tour of the Guelph
Junction Railway was a sold out affair.
Over 200 people rode the train and the
GHRA raised just over $7000 to use
towards our railway heritage

preservation efforts. See photos on Page 4 in
Photo Corner.

We also wish to thank everyone who bought a
ticket for our train, for without you our success
would not have been possible. The funds raised
will be used on the upcoming full rebuild and
restoration of our Caboose, CPR 436994 which
is planned in 2009/2010.

CP 436994 is now 100% GHRA owned

Due to the success of the rare mileage
excursion train, the GHRA was able to pay off
the remaining portion of the outstanding loan
against our Caboose. This loan was generously
supplied by member Ken Smith in 1994 to kick
off our collection and we thank him for his
major contribution and patience over the last
14 years. Without Ken’s support it is certain
436994 would have ended up elsewhere. Thank
you Ken!

John Galt Day 2009

On August 8 2009, the GHRA was invited to
participate in John Galt Day. The weather was
fantastic and so was the turnout, over 1200
people were estimated to be in attendance
throughout the day. People surely enjoyed our
Caboose and display of artifacts inside. Tourist
train rides were offered; as well the
Locomotive 6167 Committee had a table, as
did the Guelph Railway Museum group. With
all the other non railway activities going on,



there was tonnes of fun for the whole
family. We look forward to doing this
again next year! Thanks to all the
volunteers for their work on cleaning up
the caboose and at the event, manning
tables, the caboose, and selling train
tickets.

Above, John Galt waves from tﬁe rear of our
Caboose during John Galt Day festivities. Photo
by Donna Evans, John Galt Day Coordinator.

Barbecue moved to September 26
2009

Due to our annual inclusion in John Galt
Day, the Barbecue has been re-scheduled
to September 26 2009, at the home of
member Ralph Vliestra near Acton. The
GHRA will supply food and drinks at no
charge. Ralph has plenty to offer at his
place including a horseshoe pit. Your
spouse, family and friends/potential
members are welcome. The address is
8902 County Rd 32, Acton. Once in
Acton, take HWY 25 north of the
railroad tracks for 2 KM, turn right on
HWY 32, first driveway on left is 8902.
Please bring a lawn chair or two if you
have one. If lost and need directions,
please call Ralph at 519-853-3908

Canadian Tire Money

The GHRA will collect Canadian Tire
Money donations to assist with our
Caboose restoration. We will use this
cash to buy miscellaneous supplies at
our work days. Please send your

donations by mail to the attention of our
Treasurer or at our meetings.

Volunteers wanted!

If you feel you would like to do more for the
GHRA, consider joining us in any of the
following activities

e Join the Board and assist with the
administration of the club. We are looking
for anyone with Treasury/Accounting or
legal experience, but anyone with
administrative interest is welcome.

e Help with restoration/work dates, painters,
carpenters, woodworking/metal fabricating,
railway mechanics, or you simply like to
work.

® Project managers who would oversee/plan
a restoration project

e Curators or collection administrators

Alternatively, you can let us know your special
skill/interest and we will find a way for you to
help. Contact a board member or e-mail
inquiry @ghra.ca

Railway & Preservation News

6213 moved to the Toronto Railway
Heritage Centre

On June 15 2009, CNR steam locomotive
6212, on display at the Exhibition for over 40
years was moved to the Toronto Railway
Heritage Centre where it can now be moved in
and out of covered storage. This is the
centerpiece of the Toronto collection and was
present at the grand opening of the Heritage
Centre and the adjacent Leons store. For more
information including many photos please visit
the TRHA website at www.trha.ca

20 passenger trains a day proposed for
Guelph by 2011 Says GO Transit and VIA.

According to the GO Transit completed
Environmental Assessment, extensions of 8
GO trains per day to Kitchener via Guelph will
cost GO Transit $124 million, and VIA $28.5
million if approved. But why would VIA be
involved? To extend CTC beyond Kitchener to
London. Furthermore, in the documents VIA
Rail is proposing to add 6 more passenger
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trains per day by 2011. Stay tuned as
there is yet no official announcement on
the acceptance of any of these possible
service improvements.

St Thomas Railway Heritage update
The City of St Thomas and the Elgin
Country Railway Museum announced in
June that the railway lands (former
CN/CaSo) have been acquired by the
City, and the Museum purchased
outright it’s building from CN. This
acquisition will allow the Museum and
the City to work with all the other St
Thomas railway groups to ensure long
term rail network connections, and
further development of railway museum
plans in St Thomas. (St Thomas Times
Journal)

About the GHRA

Upcoming meeting/event schedule:

September 14 2009 — Regular meeting —
GHRA Member & CP Conductor Dave
Young to present a slideshow of
Northern Ontario subjects.

September 26 2009 — GHRA Annual
BBQ

October 19 2009 — Regular meeting
(Moved due to Thanksgiving) — Guest
Slideshow presenter Mike Nagy

November 9 2009 — GHRA Annual
Membership Meeting & Elections

November 2009 - Santa/Christmas
excursion train. Date TBD.

December 14 2009 — Regular meeting
January 11 2010 — Regular meeting

February 2010 (Exact date TBD) -
Spotlight on Heritage, Stone Road Mall.

Where we meet: Regular meetings are
held at the Cooperators building, 130

Macdonnel St, downtown Guelph. Start time
7:30 PM. Visitors are always welcome.

To join the GHRA: Send in your dues
according to the schedule below to our mailing
address. Include your mailing and e-mail
address if you have one. Alternatively, you
may fill out a form available on our website.

2009 GHRA Membership dues

Junior: $25/annual (under age 25)
Regular: $50/annual (ages 25-64)
Senior: $40/annual (ages 65+)

Membership dues and any donations above and

beyond are tax deductible. (The GHRA is a
Registered Charity # BN 89131 4973 RR0001)

For more about the GHRA including our up-to-
date meeting, event, and work date schedule

visit our website, www.ghra.ca

GHRA Executive 2009 — inquiry at ghra.ca

President: Steve Host

(519) 836-7186

steve [at] hostovsky.com
Vice-President: Peter Shergold
(519) 824-8254

sshergold [at] sympatico.ca
Treasurer: Vacant

Secretary: Chris van der Heide
(519) 993-6344

chris [at] vanderheide.ca

Bruce Lowe

(519) 821-3828

pinetree07 [at] sympatico.ca
Trevor Blatherwick

viarailfan [at] gmail.com

GHRA Committees

Technical/Restoration Committee — Peter
Shergold, Bruce Lowe, David Paterson

Fundraising Committee — Brian Blatherwick,
Trevor Blatherwick, Brian Dickey, Bruce
Lowe

Website Committee — Chris Vanderheide,
Steve Host, David Graham
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Photo Corner - send submissions by e-mail to inquiry [ a t ] ghra.ca or by postal mail

-

Guests line up to our our Caboose on April 25 2009 at Gueh Junion
(Campbellville) Ontario. Trevor Blatherwick Photo.

The view from CP 436994°s newly restored Cupola
window(s) with OSR Engine 504 moving the caboose for
John Galt Day in August 2009. The windows use
plexiglass donated by the Guelph Junction Express tourist

b b e U R R - train and were installed by GHRA members in 2009. Steve
Ontario Southland Railway also put their equipment on display thanks to Host Photo
the efforts of Brad Joliffe and the rest of the OSR staff. David Graham ’
Photo.

; m':f o= i 4 it _-’ Pl :;@ .. i o i i o
Ontario Southland 182 does the honors of leading the GHRA Rare mileage tour on April 25, 2009 just south of Guelph
run past location. Trevor Blatherwick photo.
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Destinf

.com is proud to launch the
Guelph Junction Express (GJE), a premier
year round railway dining and sightseeing
experience on the Guelph Junction Railway.
Enjoy a glass of wine or cold beer with a
delicious meal while leisurely travelling on a
2 hour, |15 minute excursion through the
Ontario Greenbelt aboard our climate-
controlled stainless-steel railcars.
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Departing from John Galt Park (adjacent to the
River Run Centre in downtown Guelph) the GJE
will begin its journey by crossing the mighty Speed
River before making its way east from the heart of
the city at 10 mph. After crossing Stevenson Street,
Victoria and York Roads the train will head south
crossing the Eramosa River on a small trestle.
Shortly there after the landscape reveals an
outcrop of the Niagara Escarpment on the right
side. After crossing Stone Road our crew
from Ontario Southland Railway will adjust the
locomotive to a cruising speed of 14-15 mph for
our journey through the communities of Arkell,
Corwin and Moffat before reaching our eventual
turnaround point, Guelph Junction. Along the way
you will be treated to beautiful views of Ontario
countryside through our large tinted picture-
windows while enjoying the excellent cuisine and
service from the team at Platters Catering &
Events. Once reaching Guelph Junction (approx. half
way through the excursion) the entire train will
turn around on the Wye allowing passengers a view
of the opposite side of the route for the journey
back to Guelph.

Destiny*

727 Woolwich Street
Guelph, Ontario, Canada
NIH 3Z2
Local Telephone: 519-823-9799
Toll-Free: 1-877-823-9799

www.Destiny Tours.com

\ Email: gie@destinytours.com /

ALL GUELPH JUNCTION EXPRESS RESERVATIONS ARE NON-REFUNDABLE.
Reservations are valid only for the tour date and boarding time booked.
Fares shown do not include GST.There is no charge for babies under 2, not
occupying a seat. All passengers 24 months and older must occupy a seat.
The tour is not recommended for mobility-impaired persons. Smoking and
personal alcohol are not permitted aboard the train. Fares, schedules, meals
and operating equipment are subject to change without notice.

Due to the lack of a wheelchair lift at our boarding point we regret that
we cannot accommodate wheel chairs at this time.

/ Exclusive Sales Agent: X,

(
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Courtesy of SNAP Guelph
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Visit our website
www.GuelphjunctionExpress.ca
for operating schedules,

menus and pricing.
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John Galt Park
(River Run Centre)

Guélph

The Route
approx. 17 miles on the
Guelph Junction Railway

Junctio

Makinga Difference

To Toronto

Campbellville

Guelph Junction

Cambridge

Proud Sponsor

Meal Service
is provided by

\. [ /
Dinner Class Service
includes your choice of
three entrées served at
your table with seasonal
desert and complimentary coffee, tea, juice and
pop throughout the excursion.

\ [ N/
Family Class Service
is perfect for families
and those who just
want to go for a train
ride. This service includes complimentary coffee,
tea, juice and pop served at your seat. Optional
light meals can be purchased at time of booking.
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Don’t forget to ask us
about chartering options
for corporate events,
Christmas office parties or
\_ _/  large family gatherings.

Whether you are joining
us for a special occasion
or dinner with friends in
our Dining Car or just
spending some quality
time with the kids or
friends in our Family
Car, the Guelph Junction
Express is the
perfect outing.

Guelph /1} h
junction\t\gji\

—————— = SP”"RWA”/ Boarding Area

~

River Run

~
Centre John Galt ~ ~

Parkade

Entrance

G

X The Boarding Area is located at John Galt
Park, adjacent to the River Run Centre.
Parking is available at the Sleeman Centre
Parkade, located across Woolwich Street.
Enter the Parkade from Macdonell Street.

4 )

- J

Courtesy of SNAP Guelph

John & Rita of Destiny Tours,
Kevin of Platters Catering





