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A quarterly publication of the Guelph Historical Railway Association, charity # BN 89131 4973 RR0001. For 
submissions, membership issues, change of address, contact: GHRA: PO Box 21054, 35 Harvard Rd 
Guelph, ON N1G 4T3. E-mail:inquiry[at]ghra.ca. Price: Free. To join GHRA see details below. 

June  2010  vol.6, issue 2

Welcome 
To subscribe electronically to the 
Switchstand, send an e-mail to: 
switchstand-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

Association News 
New mailing address reminder 
Please remember to send all membership 
renewals and communication to our new 
mailing address. 
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Guelph Storm donates to the GHRA 
On March 25 2010, 3 members of the 
GHRA were on hand at a Guelph Storm 
playoff game to receive a cheque at 
centre ice for $2500 as part of the Storm 
Trackers fan club raffle award. The Club 
applied to this draw back in 2005 and we 
are most grateful to be chosen as a 
recipient. This money will go a long way 
to assist in the restoration of CPR 
436994 amongst other benefits. Thank 
you to the Guelph Storm and the 
Rockwood Lions Club (administrators of 
the draw) for their generosity and for 
selecting our group. 
 
Doors Open Guelph notes and thanks 

On Saturday, April 24 2010, the GHRA hosted 
340 visitors who toured our Caboose and 
artefacts, and we raised almost $200. Thank 
you to all members to contributed to the 
caboose cleanup, to Ontario Southland for 
moving our Caboose and putting so much work 
into our Switches, and to all of our volunteers 
and Doors Open Guelph staff who contributed 
to the event. 

 
GHRA Caboose on Display during Doors Open 2010 

 
As a result of Doors Open Guelph, not only 
have we gained new members, but a copy of 
the 6167 Numberplate was donated to the 6167 
Restoration committee by a citizen, which was 
so accurate it adorned the Locomotive during 
its move across the tracks in June (See Railway 
news and photo corner for more on the move). 
 
GHRA Accounting update 
The GHRA Board of Directors has secured the 
volunteer services of Phil Parkinson, CA, CPA 
for our Accounting requirements. Phil will 
handle creation and filing of our Annual 
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charitable returns and hold accounting 
responsibility over our financial books.  
Phil is employed by the Cooperators full 
time and volunteers with other groups 
such as the Canadian Baseball Hall of 
Fame. We have also hired the services of 
Robert Maloney, CA to assist with our 
2009 and 2010 bookkeeping in order to 
file our charitable returns for 2009. 
 
CPR 436994 restoration update 
In 2010 the GHRA Board and 
restoration committee have been very 
busy preparing for the restoration of 
436994. First, we have acquired quotes 
and will be finalizing acquisition of 
Tongue and Groove siding for 
application to the Caboose. Secondly, 
we are interviewing contractors who will 
assist with removal, restoration, and 
application of T&G. Thirdly, Pacific 
Northern Rail has offered their facility 
on Speedvale Avenue as a possible 
location to perform the restoration as 
Chemtura may not be suitable during 
renovation. 
 
Details are being worked out, and the 
work is expected to begin in Summer 
2010 should everything align. Members 
who wish to assist in supervision, 
lending a hand to contractors, or have 
possible suppliers in mind are asked to 
contact Peter Shergold at 519 824 8254 
or let us know at the July meeting. 
 
Mark your calendars 
John Galt Day will proceed on August 2 
2010, and the Tourist Train will be 
operating. Volunteers will be required 
for ticket sales, and for train boarding. If 
available, we will also put the Caboose 
on display. Please attend the July 
meeting if you wish to assist on this day. 
 
On September 24 2010, the Guelph 
Junction Express, in conjunction with 
the Guelph Legion and the GHRA will 
host a Veterans train to commemorate 
the 65th anniversary of World War II. 
The GHRA has been asked to supply our 

Caboose for the train, and we have agreed 
provided it is not undergoing restoration at that 
time. Volunteers have been requested as well to 
assist mobility impaired persons to board the 
Passenger cars, and we will require our own 
volunteers on the Caboose. 
 
Where you can contribute to the GHRA 
If you feel you would like to do more for the 
GHRA, consider joining us in any of the 
following activities 
• Join the Board and assist with the 

administration of the club. We are looking 
for anyone with Treasury or legal 
experience, but anyone with an interest in 
administration is welcome. 

• Help with restoration/work dates, painters, 
carpenters, woodworking/metal fabricating, 
railway mechanics, or you simply like to 
work and want to help. 

• Project managers who would oversee/plan 
a restoration project 

• Curators or collection administrators 
Alternatively, you can let us know your special 
skill/interest and we will find a way for you to 
help. Contact a board member or e-mail 
inquiry@ghra.ca 

Railway & Preservation News 
Locomotive 6167 moved to a new home 
On Wednesday June 16 2010, CNR 6167 made 
its first move in 40 years across the CN/GEXR 
Railway tracks to a new resting location. 
Pacific Northern Rail and Western Mechanical 
heavy lift specialists officials, along with 
Restoration Committee members were directly 
involved in the move, also watching over them 
were hundreds of spectators throughout the 
process.  
 

 
6167 being moved across the tracks – literally. 
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With the requirement to move across the 
tracks, a temporary grade crossing was 
constructed, officials from all Railways 
(including VIA) were on hand, and the 
Railway was closed except to let 
passenger trains through. 
 
At 0730 the tender moved first, and at 
1230, all 250,000 lbs of the Locomotive 
finally moved across the tracks. As a 
result of the move, it now points 
eastwards and will serve as a monument 
to passengers and commuters of the 
Guelph VIA and future GO Train station 
being constructed on the North platform. 
 
Special thanks go out to the CNR 6167 
Restoration Committee members and 
Volunteers (many of whom are GHRA 
members) for their tireless and 
continuing efforts in the restoration of 
this important artifact. 
 
Upcoming meeting/event schedule: 
 
July 12 2010 – Regular meeting 
 
August 2 2010 – John Galt Day 
(Tourist train and Caboose on 
display) 
 
August 9 2010 – Regular Meeting 
 
September 13 2010 – Regular Meeting 
 
September 24 2010 – Veterans Train 
 
October 11  2010 – Regular Meeting 
October 2010 – Tentative month for 
GHRA Volunteer celebration & BBQ 
 
November 8 2010 – GHRA Annual 
General Meeting 
 
Where we meet: Regular meetings are 
held at the Cooperators building, 130 
Macdonnel St, downtown Guelph. Start 
time 7:30 PM. Visitors are always 
welcome. 

 
To join the GHRA: Send in your dues 
according to the schedule below to our mailing 
address. Include your mailing and e-mail 
address if you have one. Alternatively, you 
may fill out a form available on our website. 
 
2010 GHRA Membership dues 
Junior: $25/annual (under age 25) 
Regular: $50/annual (ages 25-64) 
Senior: $40/annual (ages 65+) 
 
Membership dues and any donations above and 
beyond are tax deductible. (The GHRA is a 
Registered Charity # BN 89131 4973 RR0001) 
 
For more about the GHRA including our up-to-
date meeting, event, and work date schedule 
visit our website, www.ghra.ca or e-mail us at 
inquiry@ghra.ca 
 
GHRA Executive 2010 
 
Bruce Lowe 
(519) 821-3828 
pinetree07 [at]  sympatico.ca 
Chris van der Heide 
chris [at] vanderheide.ca 
Peter Shergold 
(519) 824-8254 
sshergold [at] sympatico.ca 
Trevor Blatherwick 
 viarailfan [at] gmail.com 
Past President: Steve Host 
(519) 836-7186 
steve [at] hostovsky.com 
 
GHRA Committees 
 
Technical/Restoration Committee – Peter 
Shergold, Bruce Lowe, David Paterson 
 
Fundraising Committee – Brian Blatherwick, 
Trevor Blatherwick, Brian Dickey, Bruce 
Lowe 
 
Website Committee – Steve Host, David 
Graham, Chris van der Heide 
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Photo Corner - Send submissions by e-mail to inquiry [ a t ] ghra.ca or by postal mail 

.  
Officials are carefully guiding CNR 6167 to its new resting place, while onlookers watch on June 16 2010. 20 minutes 
prior VIA 85 passed this scene and you wouldn’t know it by looking at this picture. With so many officials on hand it 

made the move seem effortless. Congrats to the 6167 Committee members on a job well done! 

 
CPR chair and table inside Caboose w/artefacts. Our intent 

is to model after what is typically found in a mid 20th 
century Canadian Pacific Caboose. 

 
Happy caboose visitors at Doors Open Guelph. Pictured is 

member Gregson Lodge and his son. 340 persons were 
provided a tour by busy GHRA volunteers. 


