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Welcome

To subscribe electronically to the

Switchstand, send an e-mail to:
switchstand-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

Association News

Dues reminder — Just a friendly
reminder that dues for 2011 are due,
please send your dues to our mailing
address at top of this newsletter, or bring
to a regular meeting. You may also use
your Credit Card on our website,
http:// www.ghra.ca. On our website,
members have the option to subscribe
annually or purchase single
subscriptions.

John Galt Day 2010 —Thanks to the
efforts of our volunteers who prepared
the caboose for display, the Ontario
Southland Railway for moving the
caboose, and the John Galt Day
committee and volunteers for running
the event we raised almost $200 for our
railway preservation efforts and had
hundreds of visitors to our caboose over
the week-end. Thanks to everyone for
your participation and assistance.

CPR 436994 restoration —Thanks to
the donations previously received we

finally started work on the application of
tongue and groove siding to the Caboose.

In July two members drove to Wingham to
receive 320 boards of cedar tongue and groove
from Mr. Elam B. Martin and loaded the wood
into the caboose. We spent almost $2,000 on
this acquisition and the wood received is of
excellent quality and workmanship.

In August and September our Members spent
time painting and weatherproofing the boards.
Pictured in photo corner is the team hard at
work at PNR in Guelph applying linseed oil to
one side, and paint to the other. Dave Paterson
also had new windows made with Lexan
polycarbonate glass donated by Destiny Rail
from the Tourist Train refurbishment in 2008,
and new frames were fabricated by a local
company at a cost of about $300.

Also, the Restoration Team spent time
investigating the amount of rot that may have
occurred underneath the plywood, as well to
give potential contractors a view to what may
be wunderneath the plywood for quoting
purposes, as well as determining our
requirements for quoting

We were unable to select a contractor to begin
the work in time for the end of the summer
season, and as of November 2010 we have
asked the caboose to return to Chemtura, as we



will finalize contractor selection and
begin the work as soon as the weather
improves in the spring.

Anyone interested in getting involved in
restoration starting in April 2011 is
asked to get in touch with the
Restoration Committee.

Canadian Pacific Railway donates
artifacts to the GHRA

On November 7 2010, Canada will
celebrate a milestone in the history of
our country, when the trans-continental
railroad was first completed in 1885 by
the Canadian Pacific Railway.

To celebrate this anniversary, The
Guelph Historical Railway Association
received a Legacy Gift from the
Canadian Pacific Railway celebrating
the 125th anniversary of the driving of
the last spike of the Transcontinental
Railroad.

The Legacy Gift program, containing
artifacts from the CPR archives is a
welcome addition to the GHRA’s
existing collection. Donated were 12
items possibly dating as far back as 1890
including CPR embossed silverware,
silver tea and coffee service, and
china/stoneware with a value estimated
to be $1000.

Starting in November 2010, and runnin%
through January 2011 the CPR 125'
collection will be on display at the
Guelph Civic Museum, 6 Dublin St.
South, Guelph, Ontario.

See Photo Corner for an actual photo
of some of the artifacts on display.

Where you can contribute to the
GHRA

The first thing we recommend is to join

us as a Member. Your dues help fund

our activities and continue our work. We

value your membership and volunteering

is not required to be a Member.

However, if you feel you would like to do more
for the GHRA, consider joining us in any of the
following activities

* Join the Board and assist with the
administration of the club. We are looking
for anyone with previous administration
experience, but if you want to learn, we can
help.

* Help with restoration/work dates, painters,
carpenters, woodworking/metal fabricating,
railway mechanics, or you simply like to
work and want to help.

* Project managers who would oversee/plan
restoration projects.

* Curators or collection administrators

Alternatively, you can let us know your special

skill/interest and we will find a way for you to

help. Contact a board member or e-mail

inquiry(@ghra.ca

Railway & Preservation News

City of Guelph to acquire VIA Station?
Reported in the Guelph Mercury is an
unconfirmed report that the City of Guelph
may acquire the VIA Station in order to
proceed with the Transit Terminal project. This
may be one of the few city owned railway
stations presently in use as an active railway
station by VIA Rail.

New Railway Customer on GJR- in the
Summer of 2010, Sanimax took over a portion
of the Guelph Tool facility on Woodlawn Rd.
and constructed a railway spur to receive rail
cars. Pictured below is the new facility.
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Sanimax’s new facility in Guelph



Veterans; Train — In September 2010 a
special Guelph Junction Express charter,
sponsored by the Legion of Guelph ran a
Veterans Train complete with a fly-by
by a Canadian Air Force CF-18 fighter
jet. This honour was bestowed upon the
many Veterans and their family and
friends who were riding the train, and
the Air Force pilot was kind enough to
do a few flybys to ensure everyone on
both sides of the train got a look.

GO Transit returning to Guelph.
GHRA members, City Councillors,
Politicians and City Staff were on hand
to witness Metrolinx, Go Transit, and the
Province of Ontario announcing the
return of GO Trains to Guelph in 2011.
Two trains per day will depart from
Kitchener with additional stops at
Guelph and Acton en-route to Toronto.
A temporary lay-over facility is to be
constructed in Kitchener, as well, the
kiss-and-ride, and a new platform are to
be constructed behind Steam
Locomotive 6167 and is expected to be
operating by the time service begins.
Trains are expected to start rolling by the
end of 2011, and the cost of the project
is $18 million dollars. There was no
word on the proposed VIA Rail upgrades
mentioned in the Environmental
Assessment.

Upcoming meeting/event schedule:

December 14 2010

January 10 2011

February 8 2011

February 19 2011 - Spotlight on
Heritage — Stone Road Mall
March 8 2011

April 12 2011

Where we meet Regular meetings are
held at the Cooperators building, 130
Macdonnel St, downtown Guelph. Start
time 7:30 PM. Visitors are always
welcome.

To join the GHRA: Send in your dues
according to the schedule below to our mailing
address. Include your mailing and e-mail
address if you have one. A form is available
on our website which you may use to mail in
dues. Alternatively, you may purchase your
membership on our website using your credit
card, visit www.ghra.ca for more details.

2011 GHRA Membership dues
Junior: $25/annual (under age 25)
Regular: $50/annual (ages 25-64)
Senior: $40/annual (ages 65+)

Membership dues and any donations above and

beyond are tax deductible. (The GHRA is a
Registered Charity # BN 89131 4973 RR0001)

For more about the GHRA including our up-to-
date meeting, event, and work date schedule
visit our website, www.ghra.caor e-mail us at
inquiry@ghra.ca

GHRA Executive 2010

Bruce Lowe

(519) 821-3828

pinetree07 [at] sympatico.ca
Chris van der Heide

chris [at] vanderheide.ca
Peter Shergold

(519) 824-8254

sshergold [at] sympatico.ca
Trevor Blatherwick
viarailfan [at] gmail.com
Past President: Steve Host
(519) 836-7186

steve [at] hostovsky.com

GHRA Committees

Technical/Restoration Committee —Peter
Shergold, Bruce Lowe, David Paterson

Fundraising Committee —Brian Blatherwick,
Trevor Blatherwick, Brian Dickey, Bruce

Lowe

Website Committee —Steve Host, David
Graham, Chris van der Heide
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Photo Corner - send submissions by e-mail to inquiry [ a t] ghra.ca or by postal mail
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Ontario
Southland
Railway
picking up
Caboose
prior to
John Galt
Day,
2010.

Some of the CPR 125" collection Artifacts posed for a
dining room photo. These artifacts are now on display at
the Guelph Civic Museum through January 2011. Photo by
Stephen C. Host




